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Annual  Report 

for  the  year  ended  December,  1947, 
on  Public  Health  Matters  in  the 
Mere  and  Tisbury  Rural  District 


General  Description  of  the  District. 

( 

This  district  is  mainly  an  agricultural  one  lying  in  the 
south-west  of  Wiltshire,  and  comprises,  as  well  as  good 
farm  land,  large  areas  of  downland  with  few  and  scattered 
houses.  The  population,  some  11,300,  are  for  the  most 
part  engaged  in  agriculture  or  in  trades  related  thereto. 
There  are  no  large  scale  factories  or  works  in  the  district. 
Desides  the  numerous  villages  there  are  two  small  towns, 
one  in  each  district,  viz.  Mere  and  Tisbury.  These  two 
towns  have  piped  water  supply  and  water  carriage  sewage 
schemes,  and  other  modern  amenities.  While  a  piped 
water  supply  for  the  district  as  a  whole  is  a  distinct  pos¬ 
sibility  in  the  future,  from  a  revenue  producing  standpoint 
the  sewering  of  large  tracts  of  waste  or  semi-waste  ground 
is  a  different  matter.  However,  it  may  be  possible  by 
satisfactory  grouping  of  adjacent  villages  to  serve  at  least 
some  additional  villages,  but  for  this  to  materialize  a  sub¬ 
stantial  grant  would  be  necessary. 

The  following  figures  give  additional  information  about 
the  district  : — 

Area  :  71,319  acres, 

Population  :  1 1,330. 

Rateable  Value  :  £47, 599- 

Penny  rate  yields  ;  £195  5s.  9d. 
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Number  of  inhabited  houses  :  3,345. 

Number  of  houses  built  in  1947  ; 

1.  By  private  enterprise  :  11. 

2.  By  Local  Authority  :  8. 

Number  of  buildings,  etc.,  converted  to  dwelling  houses  ; 

1.  By  private  enterprise  :  16. 

2.  By  Local  Authority  :  25  (temporary). 

Vital  Statistics  to  December,  1947. 

Births. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty  eight  children  were  born  alive 
in  the  district,  of  whom  one  hundred  and  twenty  three 
were  male  and  one  hundred  and  fifteen  were  female. 

There  were  twelve  illegitimate  births.  The  birth-rate 
was  21*4,  the  highest  for  many  years. 


Particulars  of  births. 


Live  Births — 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Stillbirths — 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Total  M  F')  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
226  118  108  ^  of  estimated  resident 

12  5  7  J  population,  21*4. 

N 

1 

i  i  o  Rate  per  1,000  live 
o  00  J  births  4*  1 


Deaths. 

There  were  one  hundred  and  twenty  eight  deaths,  of 
whom  sixty  four  were  male  and  sixty  four  were  female. 
The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population 
was  therefore  1 1  *5. 

Particulars  of  Deaths. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  or  other  maternal 
causes. 


Deaths  under  one  year  of  age. 

There  were  eight  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age,  giving  the  following  death  rates  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  33 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  22 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  250 


5 


Deaths  from  infectious  diseases. 


Measles  all  ages  ...  ...  ..  o 

Whooping  cough  all  ages  ...  ...  o 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years  ...  ...  o 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  ...  ..  ...  2 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis  ...  ...  1 


There  were  no  deaths  from  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria, 
typhoid,  cerebro-spinal  fever,  smallpox,  or  other  infec¬ 
tious  disease. 


Other  causes  of  death. 

Road  Traffic  Act  ...  ...  ...  1 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

C /  ancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Diabetes  ..  ...  ...  ...  o 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  ...  ...  23 

Heart  and  other  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  41 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  ...  o 

Digestive  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Premature  births  and  congenital  malformations  7 
Violent  causes  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  17 


Total  128 


General  Statement  on  the  Health  of  the  District 
during  1947. 

The  birth  rate  for  1947  was  one  of  the  highest  recorded 
for  many  years,  being  21*4  as  against  i6’8  in  1946  which 
itself  was  a  good  figure. 

The  death  rate  figure  was  also  a  satisfactory  one.  In 
1945  the  death  rate  stood  at  14*8,  in  1946  it  declined  to 
13*4.  This  year  it  reached  the  low  level  of  11*5. 

During  this  year  again  there  was  no  epidemic  of  in¬ 
fectious  disease  beyond  the  usual  seasonal  outbreaks  of 
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measles  and  whooping  cough,  etc.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
note  that  there  was  not  a  single  death  associated  with 
these  diseases  or  their  complications. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  proceeding  steadily 
and  satisfactorily  throughout  the  whole  district,  the 
parents’  response  to  the  offer  of  free  immunisation  being 
well  maintained.  Details  of  this  are  given  later.  There 
were  again  no  deaths  from  diphtheria  in  the  area. 

The  above  figures  give  detailed  causes  of  death,  and  it 
will  be  seen  at  a  glance  that  there  were  no  excessive  or 
unusual  causes  of  mortality.  The  figures  run  very  much 
on  a  par  with  last  year’s  and  previous  years’  especially  in 
the  case  of  the  major  causes  of  death,  cancer  and  diseases 
associated  with  the  heart  and  circulatory  defects,  which 
diseases  accounted  for  eighty  out  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  eight  deaths,  leaving  only  forty  eight  deaths 
among  a  population  of  11,330  to  be  accounted  for  by 
other  causes. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Main  Drainage. 

A  brief  description  of  the  main  drainage  in  the  Parishes 
of  Mere,  Tisbury  and  Hindon  was  given  in  the  annual 
report  for  1945.  With  the  exception  of  the  new  length 
of  sewer  added  to  the  Mere  system  in  1946,  there  has  been 
no  further  change. 

At  Mere,  the  purification  tanks  are  still  overloaded,  and 
the  condition  of  this  sewerage  system  is  gradually 
becoming  worse.  The  same  remarks  can  be  applied  in  a 
lesser  degree  to  the  systems  at  Tisbury  and  Hindon. 

The  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  reconstruction  of  the 
above-mentioned  works  is  now  in  course  of  completion, 
and  the  matter  should  receive  the  immediate  attention  of 
the  Ministry. 

The  Milton  Sewer  at  East  Knoyle  has  been  taken  over 
by  the  Council,  and  a  number  of  repairs  to  this  system 
are  contemplated. 
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Private  Schemes. 

There  are  small  private  schemes  at  Maiden  Bradley, 
Berwick  St.  John  and  Zeals.  It  is  probable  that  the  Zeals 
sewerage  system,  originally  constructed  by  the  Admiralty, 
vyill  be  incorporated  in  the  new  scheme  for  Mere. 

House  Drainage. 

Sixteen  septic  tanks  were  constructed  to  private  houses. 
No  statutory  action  was  necessary  to  have  private  cess¬ 
pool  tanks  emptied. 

Public  Cleansing . 

(1)  Scavenging.  An  organised  scheme  for  the  collection 
and  disposal  of  refuse  is  in  force  in  this  area.  House¬ 
hold  refuse  is  collected  monthly  from  each  Parish.  The 
vehicle  used  is  a  Dennis  Refuse  Collector  with  a  cap¬ 
acity  of  ten  cubic  yards. 

The  refuse  is  depqsited  in  three  Refuse  Tips  at  Mere, 
Tisbury  and  Donhead  St.  Andrew,  and,  although  these 
Tips  are  not  in  a  strict  sense  controlled,  efforts  are 
made  to  cover  the  debris  whenever  possible  by  ashes 
and  other  materials  available. 

The  Tisbury  Tip  is  now  full  to  capacity,  and  an  en¬ 
deavour  is  being  made  to  find  an  alternative  site. 
Isolated  dumps  which  were  in  use  prior  to  the  organised 
scheme  are  gradually  being  cleared  up. 

(2)  Salvage.  Salvage  is  collected  at  the  same  time  as 
refuse,  and  the  joint  scheme  appears  to  be  working  well. 
There  is  no  doubt  that,  with  more  co-operation  from 
the  individual  householder,  the  quantity  of  waste  paper 
salvage  would  be  considerably  increased.  The  bulk  of 
waste  paper  is  in  the  main  obtained  from  the  various 
shops  and  tradesmen  in  the  District. 

The  results  of  the  collections  are  set  out  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  table: — 

Household  Refuse — No.  of  loads — 231 

Estimated  tonnage — 376. 

Salvage, 

Material: — Mixed  Paper  ...  ...  26  tons. 

Rags  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  ton. 
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Bones 

Metal 

Jars 

Bottles  ... 


•  •  •  j  i  a  » 

Total  Value  £158. 


•  3^0. 

•  312. 


J  ton. 
4  tons. 


(3)  Verminous  Premises  Four  houses  were  found  to 
be  infested  with  fleas,  and  were  disinfected. 

One  case  of  bed  bug  infestation  was  reported  from 
the  Women’s  Land  Army  Hostel  at  East  Knoyle. 
Investigations  disclosed  the  fact  that  the  infestation  had 
been  introduced  into  the  premises  by  infected  wooden 
beds.  The  mattresses  and  wooden  beds  were  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  no  further  cases  were  reported. 

(4)  Rat  and  Mice  Destruction.  Arrangements  are 
made  with  the  Wiltshire  Agricultural  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  for  their  Pests  Destruction  Staff  to  deal  with 
infestations  in  the  district,  which  normally  fall  to  the 
Council  for  attention  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  Des¬ 
truction  Act,  but,  in  some  cases  reported,  it  cannot  be 
said  that  their  methods  were  completely  successful. 
The  Council  has  also  contracted  with  the  above  Com¬ 
mittee  for  the  Refuse  Tips  to  be  treated. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

There  were  no  nuisances  requiring  statutory  action. 

Sanitation  of  Special  Premises. 

(1)  Schools.  A  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  the  drain¬ 
age  arrangements  and  structural  repairs  to  the  Hindon 
School  and  Schoolhouse  has  been  contemplated,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  the  work  will  be  put  in  hand  at  an  early 
date,  as  the  playground  is  subject  to  flooding. 

Several  of  the  schools  in  the  Area  are  still  using 
bucket  latrines,  some  of  which  are  capable  of  conversion 
to  the  water  carriage  system.  The  chief  difficulty  is  the 
lack  of  necessary  finance. 

(2)  Shops.  No  statutory  action  was  necessary.  Extra 
sanitary  accommodation  was  provided  in  one  shop,  and 
heating  arrangements  in  another  by  informal  action. 

(3)  Public  Houses  and  Hotels,  New  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  was  provided  to  one  Licensed  Hotel,  and  re¬ 
decoration  carried  out  to  several  others 


9 


(4)  Food  Preparing  Premises.  Bakehouses  were 
subject  to  the  usual  periodical  inspections.  Lime¬ 
washing  and  painting  was  carried  out  on  infomal  action 
being  taken. 

Cafes  were  visited  and  minor  improvements  effected. 

No  ice-cream  was  manufactured  in  the  District,  but 
a  number  of  retail  premises  are  registered.  The  ice¬ 
cream,  so  far,  has  been  obtained  from  reliable  manufact¬ 
urers  who  specialise  in  this  commodity.  No  complaints 
of  illness  arising  out  of  the  consumption  of  this  food 
were  received  during  1947. 

Water  Supply . 

Public.  The  general  descriptions  of  the  water  supplies 
of  the  District  are  the  same  as  reported  last  year.  The 
Council’s  comprehensive  scheme  has  not  yet  been  put 
into  operation,  but  exploratory  works  are  now  in  hand. 

There  was  no  occasion  to  report  under  Article  27  (3), 
in  1947. 

The  Waterworks  Manager  takes  samples  regularly 
under  this  heading,  and  takes  any  action  necessary  to 
maintain  pure  supplies. 

No  Chemical  Analysis  of  the  Council’s  Public 
Supplies  were  taken  in  1947. 

The  following  data  dealing  with  Bacteriological 
samples  is  submitted  in  accordance  with  Circular  13/47, 
Ministry  of  Health. 

1  (a)  The  quality  of  the  water  depends  generally  on  the 
source.  Much  of  the  water  in  the  district  is  derived 
from  the  chalk  and  is  of  excellent  quality.  The  quality 
of  the  water  from  the  numerous  shallow  wells  varies 
considerably. 

(b)  There  are  ample  quantities  of  water  available, 
except  in  those  districts  where  shallow  well  or  rainfall 
supplies  may  cease  during  drought. 

2.  Results  of  public  supply  bacteriolgical  analyses  are 
given  in  the  attached  table. 

3.  The  water  supplied  by  the  Council  is  alkaline  and  has 
no  plumbo-solvent  properties. 

4.  Chlorination  is  carried  out  to  all  public  services  except 
Teffont. 


10 


5.  Number  of  houses  supplied  from  Public  sources  in 
villages. 


Parish. 

Direct. 

By  Standpipe. 

No.  of 

Populaf  n 

No.  of 

Popula- 

houses 

(approx.) 

houses 

tion 

Mere 

596 

2086 

— 

— 

ZeaL  •  •  • 

78 

246 

40 

140 

W,  Knoyle... 

124 

— 

■ 

Sedgehill  ... 

23 

80 

Hindon 

114 

399 

37 

I  2i) 

Chilmark  ... 

61 

210 

15 

53 

Tisbury 

420 

1470 

-  " 

Teffont 

46 

161 

44 

i54 

Swallowcliffe 

9 

27 

— 

1 

Donhead  ... 

420 

770 

' 

1803 

5573 

476 

Results 

of  Public 

Supply 

Bacteriological  Analyses. 


Source 

Total  Colonies 
on  agar  at  37  C 
Date  per  1  m.i  water 

Coli  Aerogenes 
per  100  m.i. 
water 

Faecal  type 

B.  Coli  per 
100  m.i  water 

Donhead 

3-4-47 

4 

8 

— 

Donhead 

8-7-47 

1 

8 

■  ' 

Donhead 

21-10-4/ 

— 

Mere 

2-4-47 

2 

- 

Mere 

3-7-47 

2 

20 

Mere 

21-IO-47 

1 

5 

3 

Mere 

21-IO-47 

— 

■  ■ 

Teffont 

u-4-47 

1 

— 

Teffont 

10-7-47 

— 

35 

5 

Teffont 

18-7-47 

1 

— 

* 

Teffont 

28-10-47 

3 

25 

~ 

Tisbury 

19-3-47 

6 

7 

50 

Tisbury 

19-3-47 

20 

1804- 

Tisbury 

1 1 -4-47 

2 

8 

Tisbury 

Tisbury 

1 1-4-47 
15-7-47 

1 

4 

5 

Tisbury 

22-10-47 

11 


Private.  Seven  samples  were  taken  from  private  sources, 
and  in  two  cases  the  supply  was  found  to  be  polluted 
with  coliform  organisms  of  a  faecal  type. 

Case  No.  t.  The  cause  of  contamination  was  due 
to  a  defective  drain  pipe  and  surface  pollution. 
Action  was  taken  to  have  the  defects  remedied, 
and  the  supply  is  now  satisfactory. 

Case  no.  2.  This  concerns  a  small  private  supply 
serving  a  number  of  houses  at  East  Knoyle. 
Samples  were  taken  at  the  rising  main,  and  at 
the  well  which  is  70  feet  deep.  The  pollution 
was  eventually  traced  to  pieces  of  packing 
material  which  had  been  dropped  into  the  well 
by  workmen  engaged  in  repairing  the  pump. 
Chlorination  was  also  carried  out  and  the  water 
continues  to  be  chlorinated.  The  last  sample 
showed  a  marked  improvement,  there  being  no 
coliform  of  a  faecal  type  present. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

(1)  Meat.  Centralised  slaughtering  at  Salisbury  has 
been  continued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  all  home 
killed  carcases  have  been  presumed  inspected  before 
entering  the  area. 

There  is  still  room  for  improvment  in  the  methods  of 
transport  from  the  slaughterhouse  to  the  shops.  Offal 
and  other  products  are  frequently  laid  on  the  floor  of 
the  van,  and  there  is  always  the  possibility  of  contam¬ 
ination  from  the  boots  of  the  vanmen  during  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  unloading. 

Regular  visits  are  made  to  the  butchers’  shops,  which 
on  the  whole,  are  kept  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition. 


No  butcher’s 

meat  was  condemned  on  account  of 

tuberculosis. 

:)  And  Other  Foods 

The  following  was  condemned 

as  unfit  for  human  consumption:- 

Meat 

,  , 

303  lbs 

Margarine 

.  .  . 

2  I  lbs 

Butter 

•  •  • 

100  lbs 

Cheese 

♦  ®  • 

2  lbs 

Dried  Fruit 

,  #  , 

14  lbs 

Canned  Good' 

s  (Meat, 

Fish  and  Vegetables)  218  tins. 
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All  the  foregoing  were  voluntarily  surrendered  at  the 
time  of  inspection,  and  no  proceedings  were  necessary. 

It  should  be  noted  that,  with  the  exception  of  the 
meat  and  canned  goods,  the  foodstuffs  are  salvaged  by 
the  Ministry  of  Food  and  used  for  other  purposes. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  has 
been  well  maintained  during  the  past  year,  and  steady 
progress  has  been  made  with  respect  to  improving  the 
structural  conditions  of  farm  buildings  reported  upon, 
with  special  reference  to  applicants  requiring  licences  to 
produce  Tuberculin  Tested  or  Accredited  milk. 

Number  of  inspections  made  of  farms  and  cowstalls  161 

N umber  of  new  registrations  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  new  cowsheds  erected  ..  ...  5 

Number  of  reconstructions  and  improvements  ..  3-1 

Number  of  new  or  improved  dairy  accommodations  20 

Number  provided  with  additional  light  and  ventilation  14 

Number  of  Licences  in  force — Pasteurised  ...  1 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  55 

Accredited  ...  60 

Slaughter  of  Animals . 

Number  of  renewals  of  licences  issued  to  slaughter¬ 
men  under  the  1933  Act  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  new  licences  issued  ...  ...  — 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken. 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

The  Council  have  appointed  a  Temporary  Housing 
Survey  Officer,  and  a  detailed  survey  under  the  above- 
mentioned  Act  is  now  in  progress.  The  total  number  of 
houses  inspected  up  to  31st  December,  1947,  was  I29- 

At  present  it  is  only  possible  to  do  essential  repairs 
owing  to  the  operation  of  Civil  Building  Control  and  the 
shortage  of  labour  and  materials.  It  is  hoped  that,  by 
the  time  the  survey  is  completed,  the  regulations  with 
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regard  to  repairs  will  be  relaxed,  as  many  cottages  are 
in  urgent  need  of  essential  repair  and  maintenance. 

Total  number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing 
or  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  168 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  196 
Number  of  houses  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consul,  Regs.  ...  ...  *  •••  *33 

Number  of  houses  found  totally  unfit  for  habitation  4 
Number  of  defective  houses  ...  ...  1 18 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  ...  ...  43 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  38 

Number  of  notices  outstanding  (informal)  ...  5 

Number  of  overcrowding  cases  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  overcrowding  cases  remedied  ...  3 


Factories — Premises. 


No.  on 
register 

No  of 
inspections 

No.  of 
written 
notices 

No  of 
occupiers 
prosecuted 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  & 
6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

*7 

20 

2 

Factories  not  includT 
ed  in  (1)  to  which 
Section  7  applies 
(a)  Subject  to  the 
Local  Authorities 

(Transfer  of  Enforce¬ 
ment)  Order,  1938 

28 

20 

2 

(b)  Others 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  premises  un¬ 
der  the  Act  (exclud¬ 
ing  out  -  workers 
premises ) 

Total  ... 

45 

40 

4 

— 
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Factories— Defects. 


Particulars,  No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Cases  in 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 

iences  unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

2 

2 

- 

Total 

4 

4 

2 

— 

Summary  of  All  Inspections. 


Complaints  (Public  Health) 

•  •  • 

114 

Water  Supply 

•  •  • 

36 

Food  Premises 

•  •  • 

70 

Farms,  Dairies 

.  .  . 

161 

Infectious  Disease 

.  .  . 

34 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

«  •  • 

43 

Factories  ...  .  . 

•  •  • 

40 

Housing 

. . . 

188 

Other  Public  Health  matters 

•  •  • 

141 

Council  House  Repairs... 

26.2 

Miscellaneous 

•  •  • 

Total 

no 

1201 

Rag  Flock  Act. 

There  are  no  registered  rag  flock  dealers,  marine  store 
dealers  or  common  lodging  house  keepers. 
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Out-workers '  Premises. 

Number  on  register  ...  ...  ...  23 

Work — Glove  making  ...  ...  ...  21 

Brush  making  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to 
the  Council 

Number  of  prosecutions  for  failure  to  supply  lists  — 

Number  of  instances  of  work  in  unwholesome 
premises  ...  ...  ..  — 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  — 

Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  — 


G.  Napier. 


